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RUGBY 

THAI NEW ZEALAND CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE - ERIC RUSH DINNER 
When rugby sevens master Eric Rush recently visited Bangkok, the local Kiwi community turned out en masse to 
hear what the great man had to say. The Be Rugby Section sent a small delegation too! 

THE BC CREW 
Be Rugby Section comminee members Jon 

Prichard , Bruce Hi ll , Ben Kno wles, Keith 

Cronshawand Bob Merrigan together with team 
captain Edd ie Evans recently attended an 

evening with New Zealand 7's master Eric Rush. 
The evening was hos ted by the Thai New 

Zealand Chamber of Commerce (TNICC) at the 

JW Marriott on 27 September. 

DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS 
When Chairman Jon Prichard learned 11131 Eric 
Rush was coming to town, he quickly recorded 
the event in his infamous "Palm Pilot th ing" 

and boo ked a table. Ii wasn't until early 
September that he bothered \0 advise the other 
members of the BC Rugby Brains Trust of the 
evening when issuing his three line whip to 
att end the func tion. He was advised h}, the 

TNZCC thatthc dress code for the evening was 
to be smart casual, bUl a collective decision was 

made that we would attend with BC Blazers. 
Imagi ne our surprise whcn we entered the pre4 

functi on drinks area and wit nessed the Kiwi 
interpretation of smart casual dress 4 we were 

passed by two Kiwi cousins dressed in surfing 
shorts and Hawaiian shirt s! We were then 
greeted by some smart Alec announcing, "I see 
that the band has 

At this point we turned arou nd and realised that 
we were perhaps slightly over dressed! John 
Pollard , the TNZCC Chairman, duly arrived 

dressed in an All Blacks rugby jersey and a pair 
of jeans! Looking around wc noticed that the 
eve r reliable Marvyn Lewis of the 

BC Squash Section had nOI let the side down 
sport ing a rather challenging Hawaiian shirt that 
even turned a few Kiwi heads and req Ui red 

heavily shaded sun glasses 10 avoid the glare. If 
he could onl}' add the words "dude and In u" to 
his Welsh tones, he would surely pass as a 
surfer! 

TRADITIONAL MAORI 
GREETING 
Soon we were call ed 10 our table and, on 
entering the function room, were greeted b}' the 

Bangkok Maori Group standing in silence, at 
which point a I(iwi lady proclaimed "I am not 
used to seeing my husband half naked and 

dressed only in a grass sldrt in publie inferring 
that she was only used to this behind closed 
doo rs at home! A traditional greeting was then 

Members of the Bangkok Maori Group 
welcome guests to the TNZCC function . 

performed for Eric Rush and after obserVing lhat 

quaint custom of nose rubbing, the Bangkok 
Maori Group then entertained us wi th a 
tradi tional song. 

Eric then joined them as they proceeded to 
perform the Hab. Not having witnessed th is 
so close before, collecti ve hairs were stand ing 
on the back of the variety of necks on our table 
including four front "fat ned," forwards. A truly 

remarkable Sight, and Mr. Rush only knows one 
way to perform the Haka - with great passion. 

GREAT RUGBY PLAYER AND 
PUBLIC SPEAKER 
Now, Eric Rush is a truly outstanding rugby 
player who, down the years, has been a great 
ambassador for All Black rugby. Having started 

his career as a nanker before reverting to a 
position on the wing, he was told he was lOa 
small to play international lS-a-side He 

then managed to carve ou t a career in 7's thai 
has lasted over ten years . The 7's formal now 
has its own IRB sponsored international circu it 

and Rushie has been synonymous with the All 
Blaci<s 7's and ranks alongside Waisale Se revi 
of Fiji as a master of the 7's game. 

Outstanding fugb)' playe r apart , Scribe was not 
real ly expecting Mr. Rush's speech to be side 
splitting but it was full of wonde rful stori es 
including his beginnings in nonhern part of 

New Zea land's North Island, his schooling, his 
continued lack of selection fOf representative 
schools rugby and a supportive father who 

continued to encourage and told his son not to 
lake heart with the lack of selector wisdom and 
to Slick to his guns. 

We then heard of his earl)' days at Auckland, 
his ent!"y into the All Blacks Squad for whom 
he was to appear thirty times including tell test 
matches before concentrating on the 7's format. 

Particularly amusing was his story of a visit 10 

Buckingham Palace and an alleged exchange of 
banter between several of his teammates and 
the late Princess of Wales. 

KIWI MEN AND SHEEP! 
He then admitted what the rest of the world has 
long known 4that apart frolll New Zealand being 

known as "The Long White Cloud" is also a 

land where sheep sh*!#ing is a long-held 
tradition. Apparently from the age of 14, all Kiwi 

men go through a ritual with a young sheep (no 
mention of wellies!) and then continue this 
forever more. He then went on to explain that 
the largest export market for New Zea land Jamb 

happened to be England - so who were the fools! 

THE FUTURE? 
In closing he answered several questions from 
the audience <lnd admitted that the potential of 

being the fi rst New Zealander to play Sevens 
rugby at the age of fort}' held <I certain challenge 
for him - the master is curren tl}' 38. We hope to 
see hi m back on the field in the not too distant 

future and may well sec him at the Hong Kong 
7's Il ex t year. 
Fol\owing his speech he kindly Signed 

autogra phs for probab ly everyone in the 
function room before mingling eaSi ly with all 
the guests. He even willingly had his photo 
laken with members of the BC table and even 

obliged a request from Scribe to speak via mobi le 
phone to a friend who is a great fan in Sussex, 

England! 

TRADITIONAL BC EXIT 
After consuming our allocation of wine plus a 

few ex tra bott les and the traditional bottle of 
port smuggled in , the BC contingent ex ited in 
conventional fashion led by Rugby Chai rman 

Jon Prichard on bent knees to thc IlIne of "Hi-
1-\ 0, Hi-Ho, iI'S off to wo rk we go, ... " except we 
paid a visit to one of our sponsors! 

There is no doubt that Eric Rush will go down 
in history as one of the best proponents the 7's 
game has seen. He also is an ullcanny after 

dinner speaker and a good bloke to hoot! We 
1001, forward to his return to Bangkok and 

perh aps when he hangs lip his bOOlS 
professionally, we'll manage to persuade him to 
pull on a pink &: black jersey and turn out for 

the BC! 

Scribe 

PS: You can probably tell that Scribe is a fan! 
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CROSSWORD 

RESOLVE THE UNKNOWN IN NOVEMBER 

Compiled by Margaret Miller 

Solution Octobel' 

Compiled by Margaret Miller 

ACROSS 
1. Secret resistance · on London's lUbe? 

9. "As soon believe a _ _ or an epitaph. " (Byron) 

10. He was known as "The Pelvis." 

11 . Fu ll of desi re. 

12. In the altogether. 

IS. In addition. 

17. Are around for a period of litne. 

19. Revoke - or ring again. 

20. Tax on a new car - round one's neck! 

21. Pay for services. 

23. Absorbed - sounds as if you'd packed a parcel. 

25. Unle dwellers in the village pond. 

28. Might be a wel l-preserved 9 across! 

30. QUite enough. 

J I. Fruit of the oak. 

32. YOli call pop into these Uncles! 

DOWN 

2. A boy comes lX1Ck La be a wanderer. 

3. A golden bird. 

4. She was a hOI lap-dancer! 

5. Rove around and be finished. 

6. Part of your anatomy that's orange! 

7. "My soul... which like a slccping _ _ dolh non t." (Shelley) 

8. Just solo for a capital. 

13. A Muslim man of learning. 

14. The first woman on a holy book? Just a happening! 

15. "Such laboured nothings __ the unlearned." (Alexander Pope) 

16. Begin a sudden movement. 

17. A mischievous creature. 

18. A winning serve. 

22. A Devonshire part - no longer Othello? 

23. Bob, Bing and Dorothy took one to Utopia long ago! 

24. She gives her chId the pip! 

26. Sounds Iil~c a bloomer but makes bread ... 

27 .... and sounds as if this Province of Pakistan did wrong! 

28. EqUidistant from both ex tremes - or just stingy? 

29. Pu ll that American! 
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, PORTSMOUTH 
~~~~~rt#MANN 

.-.-....... INTERNATIONAL 
LIMITED 

? • • 
LII(E TO I(NOW WHAT YOUR 

OPTIONS ARE? 
IT'S SIMPLER THAN YOU THINK 

For further details and a free analysis call Gavin Broad 
on 0 2252 8405, alternatively fax this form to us on 0 2253 9500. 

Name: __ _ ____ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ 

Thl: _ _ _____ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ 

F~: __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ 

Address: _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ 

73/8 Soi 4, Sukhumvit Road, 
Bangkok 10 110, Thailand 

Tel: 0 2252 8405 Fax: 0 2253 9500 
Email: invest@portsmouth-mann.com FRIENDS PROVIDENT 

--- One-stop shopping for life assurance and pensions - --




