


















































Book Reviews 
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BAD LUCKANDTROUBLE 
By Lee Child 
ISBN: 9780440243663 
Paperback (Dell) 
B2S price: Bt.275 

While hardly new (this is, after ail, his I I th Jack Reacher novel), Lee Child 
has never quite attained the international thriller writer status of an Archer, 
Ludlum or Patterson and to be honest, it's hard to see why this is the case. 
His hero is voguish, a loner with a strong sense of justice, most often 
compared to James Bond and Jack Bauer. Maybe it's because there are no 
movie adaptations in the pipeline but, as Child himself says, the thing about 
Reacher is he's huge; he 's 6'5" tail and about 250 pounds. There aren't any 
actors that size! 

Anyway, this particular story starts with Reacher finding some unexpected 
money in his bank account. He quickly works out that the amount deposited 
is a code and from whom. The messenger turns out to be an o ld army 
coileague, and before the reader can blink,one learns thatJack used to lead 
a crack unit, a team who vowed always to help each other out when any of 
them were in trouble. One of their former comrades has been thrown out 
of a he licopter so now it's time to reassemble the o ld unit, find out what 
happened and inflict the appropriate vengeance. 

The New York Times referred to Child's novels as utterly addictive and 
certainly this is no exception .The formula may be familiar but it never gets 
in the way of the punchy writing and a plot that is taut and electrifying. Jack 
Reacher deserves, or rather demands, your attention - you'll be hooked. 

INDOCHINE STYLE 

THE GOSPEL OF FATHER JOE: 
REVOLUTIONS & REVELATIONS 
IN THE SLUMS OF BANGKOK 
By Greg Barrett 
ISBN: 9780470258637 
Hardback (Jossey- Bass) 
B2S price: Bt.795 

Three decades ago in a cordoned-off corner of the 
developing world an irascible Catholic priest armed only 
with pencil. paper and crayons, declared a revolution. 
From a shanty school shared with Buddhists and Muslims 
in Bangkok's squatter slums, Father Joe Maier began his 
advance on abject poverty. Today, his Human Development 
Foundation and Mercy Centre charity is responsible for 
thirty-two preschools that have taught more than twenty 
thousand chi ldren how to read and write. Despite the 
crippling neglect found in impoverishment, he is raising 
international scholars and injecting a sense of purpose 
into shantytowns and squatter camps that used to have 
neither. 

Based on his own meetings with Father Joe, his keen 
observer's eye, and on numerous early-morning interviews 
in Bangkok's Lumpini Park, where the priest engages in 
his daily run, Barrett tells his story sometimes with the 
objectivity of the experienced journalist but also manages, 
through his clear and thoughtful writing. to deliver an 
honest portrait of a compassionate, ornery and, in the 
opinion of some colleagues, eccentric man. 

By Barbara Walker, photographs Jay Graham 
ISBN: 9789812329714 
Paperback (Marshall Cavendish Editions) 
B2S Price: Bt.1695 

Barbara Walker has been writing enthusiastically about the rich architectural and design heritage of South 
East Asia since the early 1 990s, beginning with Bali.An experienced architectural-interior designer herself, 
she has now turned her attention to the colonial traditions of Indochina. Illustrated by the sumptuous 

photography of Jay Graham, her book describes the Indian, Chinese and French melange that is Indochine Style. 

It is a visual spectacle with over 300 stunning colour photographs that celebrate the best of Vietnamese and Laotian archi tecture, 
interiors and crafts. From resorts to villas, from the nostalgic to the modern, Barbara shares her insights on the intriguing and beautiful 
world that is all too rapidly disintegrating - catch it while you can with this great coffee table book. 

Editor's Note: This month's book reviews are generously provided by 825 bookstores 

THINGS TO ENJOY AT OUR BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE: 
breakfast in bed, high-speed web-surfing , spa, personal fitness training, 

housekeeping, limousine service to shopping malls and golf courses, 

round-the-clock concierge service ... 

let us assist with your short term or extended stay accommodation in bangkok 

+(662)266 -2345 I reservation@sirisathorn.com 
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